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Early Ceramic Technology and Variability from Kagoshima, Japan (No. 4) :
The Incipient Jomon Pottery from the Onigano, Nihonmatsu, and Okunonita Sites
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Abstract

The adoption of pottery technology has often been associated with the onset of the Holocene
and farming practices of the Neolithic period. However, in the Russian Far East and the Japanese
Archipelago, archaeologists have suggested that late Pleistocene foragers with varied degrees of
mobility adopted pottery. In order to better understand the origins of pottery and its context, we
studied technological variability of the Incipient Jomon pottery (14,000/13,500-12,800 Cal BP) and made
assumptions about human behavior, selecting samples from Onigano, Nihonmatsu, and Okunonita sites
on Tanegashima Island, Japan. Our results suggest that all sites had vessel walls constructed mainly
by using layers of slabs; at Onigano and Okunonita, some rims were formed using coils. Appliques
were added while constructing vessel walls and also after the walls were built. At Onigano, some
sherds were transported from long distances agreeing with previous suggestions. All three sites had
a large proportion of ceramics that were inferred to be locally produced. At Okunonita, the Mohs
hardness tends to be higher than at Onigano or Nihonmatsu indicating higher firing temperatures.
From the proportions of locally produced artifacts, we inferred that Onigano and Okunonita had
high degrees of sedentism. In this study, we further combined results of pottery analysis from the
Kagoshima mainland, and stone tool study from Onigano, Okunonita, and Sankakuyama I. We suggest
that Tanegashima had sites that show distinct tendencies from mainland sites and that Sankakuyama
I and Onigano are more similar to each other than to Okunonita.
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