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EDUCATION 
2010  Ph.D. Sociology, Indiana University, Bloomington 
  Minor in Gender 
2003  M.A. Sociology, Indiana University, Bloomington  
2001 B.A. Magna cum Laude in Sociology, DePauw University 

Minors: Women’s Studies and Classical Studies 
 
ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
2021-  Co-Founder of the Higher Education, Race and the Economy (HERE) Lab  

The HERE Lab works to explain and reverse uneven racial and class distributions of 
resources and risk in higher education systems and economies. We provide cutting-edge 
empirical analyses to our policy partners, including Elizabeth Warren and her staff, The 
Student Borrower Protection Center, College Futures, The Institute for College Access 
& Success, Partnership for College Completion, The Century Foundation, NextGen 
Policy, and state lawmakers, among others.  

2019-  Professor of Sociology  
  University of California-Merced 
2019-2024 Chair of Sociology Department, University of California-Merced 
2017  Visiting Researcher, Technische Universität Berlin 
2014-2019 Associate Professor of Sociology, University of California-Merced 
2010-2014 Assistant Professor of Sociology, University of California-Merced 
 
BOOKS 
2021 Hamilton, Laura, and Kelly Nielsen. Broke: The Racial Consequences of Underfunding Public 

Universities. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
  Awards: 
  2024 Grawemeyer Education Award 

 2022 American Sociological Association Sociology of Education Section Pierre 
 Bourdieu Award for Outstanding Book 

2022 American Sociological Association Organizations, Occupations, and Work 
Max Weber Award for Distinguished Scholarship Honorable Mention 

  2021 Society for the Study of Social Problems C. Wright Mills Award Finalist 
2016 Hamilton, Laura. Parenting to a Degree: How Family Matters for College Women’s Success. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  
  Award: 
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 2018 American Sociological Association Sociology of Education Section Pierre 
 Bourdieu Award for Outstanding Book 

2013 Armstrong, Elizabeth A. and Laura Hamilton (equal authorship). Paying for the Party: How 
College Maintains Inequality. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 

Awards: 
 2015 American Sociological Association Distinguished Book Award 
 2015 American Sociological Association Sociology of Education Section Pierre 
 Bourdieu Award for Outstanding Book 
 2014 American Educational Research Association Division J—Postsecondary 
 Education Publication Award 
 2014 North Central Sociological Association Scholarly Achievement Award 
 2014 Honorable mention for the American Sociological Association’s section on 
 Organizations, Occupations, and Work Max Weber Book Award 
 2014 Runner-up for the American Sociological Association’s section on Children 
 and Youth Section’s Distinguished Scholarly Contribution Award 

 
ARTICLES AND CHAPTERS 
2025 Smith, Christian, M. Hamilton, Laura T., and Charlie Eaton. “Wealth, Race, and Under-

Addressed Financial Need in Federal Student Aid Policy.” Research in Higher Education 66: 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11162-025-09851-9. 

2025 Hamilton, Laura T., Eaton, Charlie, and Simon Cheng. “White Flight in Public Higher 
Education? Racial Avoidance of Hispanic-Serving Institutions.” Sociology of Education:  
https://doi.org/10.1177/00380407251352786. 

2024 Armstrong, Elizabeth A., Hamilton, Laura T., Garrison, Spencer A., Giles, Kelly N., 
Hoffman, Charity M., and Angela K. Perone. “‘It’s Complicated’: How Black and White 
Women Innovate with Situationships at Midlife.” Social Problems. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/socpro/spae021. 

2024 Hamilton, Laura T., Dawson, Caleb E., Armstrong, Elizabeth A., and Aya Waller-Bey. 
“Racialized Horizontal Stratification in US Higher Education: Politics, Process, and 
Consequences.” Annual Review of Sociology. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-soc-083123-
035938.  

2024 Hamilton, Laura T., Daniels, Heather, Smith, Christian M., and Charlie Eaton. “The For-
Profit Side of Public U: University Contracts with Online Program Managers.” Socius. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/23780231231214952. 

2023 Smith, Christian M., Villalobos, Amber D., Hamilton, Laura T., and Charlie Eaton. 
“Promising or Predatory? Online Education in Non-Profit and For-Profit Universities.” 
Social Forces. https://doi.org/10.1093/sf/soad074. 

2023 Kizilcec René F., Baker, Rachel B., Bruch, Elizabeth, Cortes, Kalena E., Hamilton, Laura 
T., Lang, David N., Pardos, Zachary A., Thompson, Marissa E., and Mitchell L. Stevens. 
“From Pipelines to Pathways in the Study of Academic Progress.” Science 380:344-47.  

2022 Hamilton, Laura, Nielsen, Kelly, and Veronica Lerma. “‘Diversity is a Corporate Plan’: 
Racialized Equity Labor among University Employees.” Ethnic and Racial Studies: 
https://doi.org/10.1080/01419870.2022.2089049. 

2021 Hamilton, Laura T., Nielsen, Kelly, and Veronica Lerma. “Tolerable Suboptimization: 
Racial Consequences of Defunding Public Universities.” Sociology of Race and Ethnicity 7: 
561-78. 

 

https://doi.org/10.1093/socpro/spae021
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-soc-083123-035938
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-soc-083123-035938
https://doi.org/10.1177/23780231231214952
https://doi.org/10.1093/sf/soad074
https://doi.org/10.1080/01419870.2022.2089049
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2021 Hamilton, Laura T., and Elizabeth A. Armstrong. “Parents, Partners, and Professions: 
Reproduction and Mobility in a Cohort of College Women.” American Journal of Sociology 
127: 102-51. 

2021 Armstrong, Elizabeth A., and Laura T. Hamilton. “Classed Pathways to Marriage: 
Hometown Ties, College Networks, and Life after Graduation.” Journal of Marriage and 
Family 83: 1004-1019.  

2020  Metzger, Ashley, and Laura Hamilton. “The Stigma of ADHD: Teacher Ratings of 
Labeled Students.” Sociological Perspectives 64: 258-279. 

2019  Hamilton, Laura, Armstrong, Elizabeth A., Seeley, J. Lotus, and Elizabeth M. 
Armstrong. “Hegemonic Femininities and Intersectional Domination.” Sociological Theory 
37: 315-341.  

   Award: 
2020 Distinguished Article Award from the American Sociological Association 
Sex & Gender Section 

2019  Lerma, Veronica, Hamilton, Laura, and Kelly Nielsen. “Racialized Equity Labor,  
  University Appropriation, and Student Resistance.” Social Problems 67: 286-303.  
2018  Hamilton, Laura, Roksa, Josipa, and Kelly Nielsen. “Providing a “Leg Up”: Parental  
  Involvement and Opportunity Hoarding in College.” Sociology of Education 91: 111-131. 
2018 Hamilton, Laura, and Simon Cheng. “Going Greek: The Organization of Campus Life 

and Class-Based Graduation Gaps.” Social Forces 96: 977-1008. 
2016  Powell, Brian, Hamilton, Laura, Manago, Bianca, and Simon Cheng. “Implications of 
  Changing Family Forms for Children.” Annual Review of Sociology 42: 10.1-10.22. 
2014 Cheng, Simon, Hamilton, Laura, Stacey Missari, and Josef Ma. “Sexual Subjectivity 

among Adolescent Girls: Social Disadvantage and Young Adult Outcomes.” Social Forces 
93: 515-544.   

2014 Hamilton, Laura. “The Revised MRS: Gender Complementarity at College.” Gender & 
Society 28: 236-264.  

2014 Armstrong, Elizabeth A., Hamilton, Laura, Armstrong, Elizabeth M., and Lotus J. 
Seeley. “‘Good Girls:’ Social Class and Sexual Privilege.” Social Psychology Quarterly 77: 
100-122. 

2013  Hamilton, Laura. “More is More or More is Less? Parental Financial Investments during 
  College.” American Sociological Review 78: 70-95. 
2012 Hamilton, Laura and Elizabeth A. Armstrong. “The (Mis)Education of Monica and 

Karen.” Contexts: 11: 22-27.  
2011  Hamilton, Laura, Geist, Claudia, and Brian Powell. “Marital Name Change as a Window  
  into Gender Attitudes.” Gender & Society 25: 145-175.   

Award: 
2013 Distinguished Article Award from the American Sociological Association Sex 
& Gender Section 

2011  Hamilton, Laura, Werum, Regina, Steelman, Lala Carr, and Brian Powell. “Changing  
Families, Changing Education.” In Frontiers in Sociology of Education. Edited by Maureen 
Hallinan. New York: Springer. 

2010 Hamilton, Laura. “Family Names Count.” In Counted Out: Same-Sex Relations and 
Americans’ Definitions of Family. By Brian Powell, Catherine Bolzendahl, Claudia Geist, and 
Lala Carr Steelman. New York: Russell Sage Foundation. 

2010 Armstrong, Elizabeth A., Hamilton, Laura, and Paula England. “Is Hooking up Bad for 
Young Women? Compared to What?” Contexts 9: 22-27. 

  Award: 
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  2011 Claude S. Fischer Award for Excellence in Contexts 
2009 Hamilton, Laura and Elizabeth A. Armstrong. “Gendered Sexuality in Young 

Adulthood: Double Binds and Flawed Options.” Gender & Society 23:589-616. 
2007 Hamilton, Laura. “Trading on Heterosexuality: College Women’s Gender Strategies and 

Homophobia.” Gender & Society 21: 145-72. 
Awards: 
2008 American Sociological Association Sex and Gender Section Sally Hacker 
Graduate Student Paper Award 
2008 American Sociological Association Sociology of Sexualities Section 
Graduate Student Paper Award 

2007 Hamilton, Laura, Cheng, Simon, and Brian Powell. “Adoptive Parents, Adaptive Parents:  
Evaluating the Importance of Biological Ties for Parental Investment.” American 
Sociological Review 72: 95-116. 

2006  Armstrong, Elizabeth A., Hamilton, Laura, and Brian Sweeney. “Sexual Assault on  
Campus: A Multilevel, Integrative Approach to Party Rape.” Social Problems 53: 483-99.  

 
PAPERS IN PROGRESS 
2025 Jeffrey, Wesley, Hamilton, Laura T., and Christian M. Smith. “Hidden Advantage along 

the Pipeline: Family Wealth and Educational Transitions from High School through 
Graduate School.” Revise and resubmit at Sociology of Education. 

2025 Kim, Kwan Woo, and Laura T. Hamilton. “Online Degrees and Future Incomes: Do 
College Experiences Matter?” Revise and resubmit at Sociology of Education. 

2025 Kim, Kwan Woo, and Laura T. Hamilton. “Anti-DEI Legislation and Anticipatory 
Compliance in Faculty Hiring at Public Colleges and Universities.” In preparation for 
submission at Nature. 

2025 Hamilton, Laura T., Dodson, Kyle, and Wesley Jeffrey. “Dual Disadvantage and College 
Completion: The Multidimensionality of Student Class Background.”  

RECENT PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
2024 Smith, Christian, Hamilton, Laura T., and Charlie Eaton. “A Supplemental Wealth-Based 

Pell Grant: How to Meet Unaddressed Need and Close Racial Gaps in Student Loan 
Borrowing.” The Institute for College Access & Success. https://ticas.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/09/A-Supplemental-Wealth-Based-Pell-Grant-September-
2024.pdf. 

2024 Hamilton, Laura, Smith, Christian Michael, and Charlie Eaton. “It’s Time for a New Pell 
Grant: A Supplemental Grant that Focuses on Family Wealth Could Transform Our 
System.” Chronicle of Higher Education https://www.chronicle.com/article/its-time-for-a-
new-pell-grant. 

2024 Organized “REPAIR: Revisiting Our Past and Re-envisioning Our Future,” a large online 
mini-conference for the Sociology of Education Section supported by the William T. 
Grant Foundation. 

2024 Hamilton, Laura T., and Heather Daniels. Podcast. “The For-Profit Side of Public 
U: University Contracts with Online Program Managers.” 
https://journals.sagepub.com/page/srd/podcasts/index. 

2022 Hamilton, Laura T., Villalobos, Amber, Smith, Christian, M., and Charlie Eaton. 
“How Online College Hurts More Than It Helps. The Century Foundation. 
https://tcf.org/content/commentary/how-online-college-hurts-more-than-it-

https://ticas.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/A-Supplemental-Wealth-Based-Pell-Grant-September-2024.pdf
https://ticas.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/A-Supplemental-Wealth-Based-Pell-Grant-September-2024.pdf
https://ticas.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/A-Supplemental-Wealth-Based-Pell-Grant-September-2024.pdf
https://www.chronicle.com/article/its-time-for-a-new-pell-grant
https://www.chronicle.com/article/its-time-for-a-new-pell-grant
https://journals.sagepub.com/page/srd/podcasts/index
https://tcf.org/content/commentary/how-online-college-hurts-more-than-it-helps/
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helps/. 
2022 Hamilton, Laura T., and Christian M. Smith. “OPM Contracts Reveal Risks for 

Students and Universities.” Student Borrower Protection Center.  
2022 Eaton, Charlie, Goldstein, Adam, Hamilton, Laura T., Villalobos, Amber, and 

Frederick Wherry. White Paper on Student Debt Cancelation for Senator Warren. 
https://www.warren.senate.gov/download/eaton-et-al-analysis_050322. 

2021 Eaton, Charlie, Goldstein, Adam, Hamilton, Laura T., and Frederick Wherry. 
Student Debt Cancellation IS Progressive: Correcting Empirical and Conceptual Errors. 
Roosevelt Institute. https://rooseveltinstitute.org/publications/student-debt-
cancellation-is-progressive/. 

2021 Hamilton, Laura T., and Kelly Nielsen. “Our Broke Public Universities.” The Chronicle 
of Higher Education. https://www.chronicle.com/article/our-broke-public-universities. 

2021  Hamilton, Laura, and Kelly Nielsen. 2021. Podcast. “Broke: The Racial Consequences 
of Underfunding Public Universities.” Student Affairs NOW. 
https://podcasts.apple.com/cz/podcast/broke-the-racial-consequences-of- 
underfunding/id1533609204?i=1000545127873. 

2021  Hamilton, Laura, and Kelly Nielsen. 2021. Podcast. “Laura Hamilton and Kelly 
Nielsen on Inequality, Diversity, and Higher Education.” New American 
Baccalaureate Project. https://newamericanbaccalaureate.org/nab-podcast-laura-
hamilton-and-kelly-nielsen-on- inequality-diversity-and-higher-education/. 

 
GRANTS 
2025-2027  Spencer Foundation ($50,000) 
2025-2027  Lumina Foundation ($100,000) 
2025-2027  Sloan Foundation ($150,000) 
2025-2027  Joyce Foundation ($125,000) 
2025-2027  Strada Education Foundation ($100,000) 
2024-2025  Lumina Foundation ($300,000) 
2024-2026  College Futures ($200,000) 
2023-2025  Arnold Ventures ($740,995) 
2022-2024  College Futures ($280,000) 
2021-2023  Arnold Ventures ($671,203) 
2017-2020  William T. Grant Mentoring Award ($60,000) 
2016-2021  William T. Grant Scholar Grant ($350,000) 
2014   Spencer Foundation ($49,955) 
 
HONORS AND AWARDS 
2024    Grawemeyer Education Award ($100,000 cash prize) 
2023-2024  American Sociological Association Sociology of Education Section Chair 
2022   Pierre Bourdieu Award for Outstanding Book in Sociology of Education 
2022 American Sociological Association Organizations, Occupations, and Work Max 

Weber Award for Distinguished Scholarship Honorable Mention 
2021  Society for the Study of Social Problems C. Wright Mills Award Finalist 
2020-  Member of Sociological Research Association (SRA) honor society 
2020      Distinguished Article Award from the American Sociological Association Sex & 

Gender Section 
2018  Pierre Bourdieu Award for Outstanding Book in Sociology of Education 

https://tcf.org/content/commentary/how-online-college-hurts-more-than-it-helps/
https://www.warren.senate.gov/download/eaton-et-al-analysis_050322
https://rooseveltinstitute.org/publications/student-debt-cancellation-is-progressive/
https://rooseveltinstitute.org/publications/student-debt-cancellation-is-progressive/
https://www.chronicle.com/article/our-broke-public-universities
https://podcasts.apple.com/cz/podcast/broke-the-racial-consequences-of-underfunding/id1533609204?i=1000545127873
https://podcasts.apple.com/cz/podcast/broke-the-racial-consequences-of-underfunding/id1533609204?i=1000545127873
https://newamericanbaccalaureate.org/nab-podcast-laura-hamilton-and-kelly-nielsen-on-inequality-diversity-and-higher-education/
https://newamericanbaccalaureate.org/nab-podcast-laura-hamilton-and-kelly-nielsen-on-inequality-diversity-and-higher-education/
https://newamericanbaccalaureate.org/nab-podcast-laura-hamilton-and-kelly-nielsen-on-inequality-diversity-and-higher-education/
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2015   Pierre Bourdieu Award for Outstanding Book in Sociology of Education 
2015 American Sociological Association Sociology of Education Section Doris 

Entwisle Early Career Award 
2015    American Sociological Association Distinguished Book Award 
2015`   Pierre Bourdieu Award for Outstanding Book in Sociology of Education 
2014   American Educational Research Association Division J—Postsecondary 

 Education Publication Award 
2014    North Central Sociological Association Scholarly Achievement Award 
2014    Honorable mention for the American Sociological Association’s section on  
   Organizations, Occupations, and Work Max Weber Book Award 
2014  Runner-up for the American Sociological Association’s section on Children and 

Youth Section’s Distinguished Scholarly Contribution Award 
2013 Distinguished Article Award from the American Sociological Association Sex & 

Gender Section 
2013   University of California-Merced Senate Award for Early Career Research 
2011   National Academy of Education Spencer Postdoctoral Fellowship Finalist 
2011    Claude S. Fischer Award for Excellence in Contexts 
2011    Honorable Mention for American Sociological Association Dissertation Award 
2010    Robert Wood Johnson Scholars in Health Policy Research Finalist 
2009-2010  American Educational Research Association Dissertation Grant 
2008  American Sociological Association Sex & Gender Section Sally Hacker Graduate 

Student Paper Award 
2008  American Sociological Association Sociology of Sexualities Section Graduate 

Student Paper Award 
2008   Department of Sociology, Indiana University Lindesmith-Mullins Fellowship  
2007 Department of Sociology, Indiana University Schuessler Graduate Student Paper 

Award  
2007   Kinsey Institute Research Grant 
2006-2008        Discipline Based Scholarship in Education Associates Award Spencer 

Foundation 
2006 Midwest Sociological Association Women in Society, First Place Graduate 

Student Paper Award 
2006 North Central Sociological Association, First Place Graduate Student Paper 

Award 
2005-2007 Department of Sociology, Indiana University, Advanced Departmental 

Fellowship 
2003 Society for the Study of Social Problems Family Division, Graduate Student 

Paper Award 
 
INVITED TALKS 
2025 Postsecondary National Policy Institute Congressional Seminar. “Wealth Inequality and 

Financial Aid.” 
2024 University of Copenhagen. “Broke: The Racial Consequences of Underfunding Public 

Universities.” 
2024  University of California National Center for Free Speech and Civic Engagement. “Broke: 

The Racial Consequences of Underfunding Public Universities.”  
2024 University of Louisville, Grawemeyer Education Winner Talk. “Broke: The Racial 

Consequences of Underfunding Public Universities.”  
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2023 Keynote for Connecticut State Colleges and Universities Library Summer Retreat. 
“Racialized Austerity in Public Higher Ed: Where Do We Go from Here?” 

2022 Keynote for Growing Inland Initiative. “Resources and Race in Higher Education: 
Where Do We Go from Here?” 

2022 White House Office of Science and Technology Policy and the Institute for Research on 
Race and Public Policy, University of Illinois-Chicago, Panel on “Evidence in Action: 
Reducing Racial Wealth Gaps through Effective Support for Public Higher Education.”  

2022 Keynote for Teaching and Learning Section of the American Sociological Association. 
“Austerity Administration and How to Push Back.” 

2022 Ministry of Education, Chile. “Student Debt Cancelation in the United States.” Panel of 
invited speakers for “Rethinking the Funding System of Higher Education.”  

2022 University of Illinois-Chicago Labor Union. “Austerity Administration and How to Push 
Back.” 

2022 University of California-San Diego. “Administering Austerity in the New University.”  
2022 University of Virginia. “Administering Austerity in the New University.”  
2022 Stanford University. “Administering Austerity in the New University.”  
2021 Rutgers University. “Race and Resources in Higher Ed: Lessons for Rutgers.” 
2021 CollegeBoard Higher Ed Colloquium (virtual event). Invited Panelist for “Wealth, 

Inequality, and Education Funding Models.” 
2020 Duke University (virtually). “Parents, Partners, and Professions: Reproduction and 

Mobility in a Cohort of College Women.” 
2020 University of Michigan (virtually). “Parents, Partners, and Professions: Reproduction and 

Mobility in a Cohort of College Women.” 
2019 Franklin & Marshall College, University-Wide Common Hour Speaker: “Providing a 

‘Leg Up’: Parental Involvement and Opportunity Hoarding in College.” 
2019 Pomona College, “Paying for the Party: How College Maintains Inequality.” 
2018 University of California-Berkeley, “Running Political Cover: Institutional Diversity Work 

in the UC.” 
2018 University of British Columbia, “College Outsourced? The Family-University 

Partnership and Its Costs.” 
2018 Center for Ethics and Education, Annual Meeting. Keynote panel on College 

Completion. 
2017 UC-Berkeley. Panelist for the “Future of Higher Education: Creating Opportunity, 

Assessing Value.”  
2017 Vanderbilt University. “College Outsourced? The Family-University Partnership and Its 

Costs.” 
2017 UC-Davis. “College Outsourced? The Family-University Partnership and Its Costs.” 
2017 UCLA. “College Outsourced? The Family-University Partnership and Its Costs.” 
2016 Stanford University. “College in Context: A Multi-Institutional Theory of Higher 

Education and Inequality.”  
2016  UC-Berkeley, Center for Studies in Higher Education. “College Outsourced? The 

Family-University Partnership and Its Costs.” 
2016 Indiana University. “College Outsourced? The Family-University Partnership and Its 

Costs.” 
2016 Emory University. “College Outsourced? The Family-University Partnership and Its 

Costs.” 
2015  University of California System Academic Advisors Conference: Keynote Speaker,  
  UCLA.  
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2015  UC-Berkeley. “Paying for the Party.” 
2015 Denison University. “Peer Cultures on Campus: Drinking, Hooking up, and Sexual 

Assault.” 
2015  Cornell University. “Paying for the Party.”  
2015  University of California, Los Angeles. “Meeting the Needs of Less Privileged Students:  
  The Role of Academic Advisors.” Keynote at the UC system-wide Academic Advisors’  
  Conference. 
2015 University of California, Berkeley. “How Peer Cultures and Status Anxiety Influence 

Drinking, Sexual Assault, and Mental Health in College.” 
2013              Stanford University. “Education’s Digital Future: The View from Midwest U.” 
2013 University of California, San Diego. “Paying for the Party: How College Maintains 

Inequality.” 
2013  DePauw University. “‘Good Girls:’ Social Class and Sexual Privilege.” 
 
MEDIA 
Appeared in the documentary The Ivory Tower and has made several appearances on National Public 
Radio. Work has been discussed in: The New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Atlantic, The Guardian, NBC 
News, TIME, Forbes Magazine, Slate Magazine, Inside Higher Education, Chronicle of Higher Education, Aljazeera, 
Desert News—among other outlets. 
 
PRESENTATIONS AT PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS 
2025 Hamilton, Laura. “Bridging Research, Policy, and Philanthropy: Incorporating Wealth 

into Postsecondary Policy.” State Higher Education Executive Officers Association.  
2023  Hamilton, Laura. Panelist for “The Politics of Racial Diversity Initiatives in U.S. Higher 
  Education.” American Sociological Association, Philadelphia, PA.  
2022 Hamilton, Laura, Eaton, Charlie, and Simon Cheng. “White Flight in Higher Education? 

Racial Avoidance of Hispanic-Serving Institutions.” American Sociological Association, 
Los Angeles, California.  

2017 Hamilton, Laura. Author Meets Critics for Parenting to a Degree: How Family Matters for 
College Women’s Success. American Sociological Association, Toronto, Canada. 

2016  Hamilton, Laura. “College Outsourced: The New Family-University Partnership.” The  
Right to a Quality Public College Education Conference, held by the Center for Ethics & 
Education, Chicago, IL. 

2015  Hamilton, Laura. Invited Panelist on “Race, Class, Gender, and Sexuality in College.” 
American Sociological Association Meetings, Chicago, IL. 

2014 Hamilton, Laura, and Elizabeth A. Armstrong. Author Meets Critics for Paying for the 
Party: How College Maintains Inequality. American Sociological Association Meetings, San 
Francisco, CA. 

2014 Hamilton, Laura. “Class Dynamics of Affordability.” Invited Panelist on “Conflicting 
Visions of Affordable Postsecondary Education.” American Sociological Association 
Meetings, San Francisco, CA. 

2011  Hamilton, Laura. “Gender Strategies and College Major: Understanding Horizontal  
  Segregation.” American Sociological Association Meetings, Las Vegas, NV. 
2009  Hamilton, Laura, Claudia Geist, and Brian Powell. “Mapping Gender Attitudes with  
  Views toward Marital Name Change.” American Sociological Association Meetings,  

San Francisco, CA. 
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2009 Hamilton, Laura and Elizabeth A. Armstrong. “Gendered Sexuality in Emerging 
Adulthood: Double Binds and Flawed Options.” Pacific Sociological Association 
Meetings, San Diego, CA. 

2008 Hamilton, Laura and Elizabeth A. Armstrong. “Gendered Sexuality in Emerging 
Adulthood: Double Binds and Flawed Options.” American Sociological Association 
Meetings, Boston, MA. 

2007 Hamilton, Laura. “Exploring Sexual Meaning-Making in a Longitudinal Ethnographic 
and Interview Project.” American Sociological Association Meetings, New York, NY. 

2006  Hamilton, Laura. “Sexual Assault on Campus: A Multilevel, Integrative Approach to  
Party Rape.” Society for the Study of Social Problems Meetings, Montreal, Quebec. 

2006 Hamilton, Laura. “Trading on Heterosexuality: College Women’s Gender Strategies and 
Anti-Lesbian Discrimination.” American Sociological Association Meetings, Montreal, 
Quebec. 

2006  Hamilton, Laura. “Trading on Heterosexuality: College Women’s Gender Strategies and 
Anti-Lesbian Discrimination.” Midwest Sociological Society Meetings, Omaha, NE. 

2006 Hamilton, Laura. “Trading on Heterosexuality: College Women’s Gender Strategies and 
Anti-Lesbian Discrimination.” North Central Sociological Association Meetings, 
Indianapolis, IN. 

2005  Hamilton, Laura. “Sexual Assault on Campus: A Gender Structure Explanation  
  of Party Rape.” American Sociological Association Meetings, Philadelphia, PA. 
2004  Hamilton, Laura. “Family Structure and the Division of Household Labor:  

Taking the Case of Adoptive Families.” North Central Sociological Association, 
Cleveland, OH. 

2004  Hamilton, Laura. “Family Structure and the Division of Household Labor:  
Taking the Case of Adoptive Families.” Society for the Study of Social Problems 
Meetings, San Francisco, CA. 

2004  Hamilton, Laura. “The Division of Household Labor in Adoptive Families:   
More Traditional or More Egalitarian?” American Sociological Association Meetings, 
San Francisco, CA. 

2002 Hamilton, Laura. “Over 100 Years of Childbirth: Doctors Deliver Babies.” American 
Sociological Association Meetings, Chicago, IL. 

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
Graduate Level: Qualitative Research Methods, Sociology of Education, Writing and Publishing 
Undergraduate Level: Introduction to Sociology, Sociology of Education, Sociology of Family 
 
STUDENTS 
Postdoctoral Fellow Supervisor 
Caleb Dawson (UC-Santa Barbara), Wesley Jeffrey (current), Kwan Woo Kim (current), Kelly Nielsen 
(UC-San Diego Extension), Christian Smith (University of Georgia), Amber Villalobos (The Century 
Foundation) 
Dissertation or Masters Chair 
Hala Alnagar (UC-Merced staff), Jarrod Brown (current), Natasha Hagaman-Cummins, Camellia 
Haghverdian (current), Ashley Metzger (post doc at UC-Berkeley), Houa Vang (Cal State Stanislaus), Jai 
Vaca, Amy Vasconcellos (College of the Sequoias) 
Dissertation or Masters Committee 
Heather Daniels (Cradle-to-Career Data System), Maria Duenas (University of Illinois Springfield), 
Maria Escobar (Albright College), Gabriela Flores (current), Kimberly Garcia-Galvez (current), Jay 
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Colond (Lake Tahoe Community College), Veronica Lerma (UC-Davis), Amy Moffat (College of the 
Redwoods staff), Melissa Quesada (Porterville College), Jovana Ramos, Jullanar Williams (current) 
 
UNIVERSITY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
2026-2029 Sociology of Education Deputy Editor 
2023-2024 UC Systemwide Presidential Task Force on Online Education 
2023-2024 Sociology of Education ASA Section Chair 
2022-2024  American Sociological Review Deputy Editor 
2023-2025 Aydelotte Foundation Advisory Board Member 
2022-2025 Social Problems Editorial Board Member 
2019-2024 Department of Sociology Chair 
2019-2022 American Sociological Association Council Member 
2018-2019 Faculty Welfare and Academic Freedom Senate Chair 
2016-2018 American Sociological Review Deputy Editor 
2016-2018 Faculty Welfare and Academic Freedom Committee Member 
2016-2018 Sociology of Education Council Member 
2015-2017 Undergraduate Chair for Sociology and Faculty Assessment Organizer 
2015-2016 Executive Steering Committee Member for Inequality, Power, and Social Justice Pillar 
2015-2016 Sociology of Education Journal Editorial Board Member 
2014-2015 Sociology of Education Section Session Organizer 
2014-2015 Social of Social Sciences, Humanities and Arts Curriculum Committee Member 
2013-2015 Sociology Department Newsletter Coordinator 
2011-2014 Planning Committee Member for the Qualitative/Historical Archives Laboratory 
2012-2013 School of Social Sciences, Humanities and Arts Executive Committee Member 
2011-2012 Sociology Job Search Committee Member 
2011-2012 WASC Program Assessment Committee Member 
2004-2005      Graduate and Professional Student Organization Representative, Indiana University 
2004-2005       Graduate Student Mentor, Department of Sociology, Indiana University 
 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 
2025  State Higher Education Executive Officers Association 
2002-  American Sociological Association 

Sections: Sociology of Education, Sex and Gender, Family, Sexualities, Inequality, 
Poverty, and Mobility, Organizations, Occupations, and Work, Section on Racial and 
Ethnic Minorities 

2004-2008 Midwest Sociological Society 
2004-2008 North Central Sociological Association 
2004-2008 Society for the Study of Social Problems 


